
64                                                                Little Black Book of Cheap Tricks

Custom-Fit Windows  The advanced tricks

%SystemRoot%\explorer.exe /n, /e, /select, C:\
Click OK and the next time you open Explorer you should 

be shown your entire system.

Add and Remove more
Through all the upgrades of Windows since 1995 one thing 

has remained constant: The Add/Remove Programs control 
panel (also called Add or Remove Programs) does not include 
all the applications, utilities and applets you might want to 
delete.

Make your Desktop really dance: This is the ultimate 
wallpaper Tweak — moving, dancing, singing images on your 
Desktop. You can place any AVI video clip on your desktop where 
it will play continuously.

But fi rst you’ll need a fi le ending in the .avi extension, which 
indicates Microsoft’s proprietary video format, and you’ll need 
Microsoft’s FrontPage (or another application for creating Web 
pages in HTML). 

Even if you have not created any AVI fi les or received some 
from friends, you may have several on your system without know-
ing it. Many games install them to play short segments of video. 
Other programs sometimes use them to present logos and other 
information on splash screens. 

If a search of your hard disk turns up no fi les ending in .avi, 
you can always download some for free from shareware sites on 
the Internet. That’s where we got the famous dancing infant in the 
example at right. A large, high-resolution fi le is best.

Once you’ve located a video fi le you want to use, open 
FrontPage to a new FrontPage Editor window. Look for the com-
mand on the menus to insert Video or Active Elements.

Insert your selected AVI fi le and right-click on the image. Select 
Image Properties or Picture Properties from the pop-up menu 
and, in the window that appears, select the Appearance tab. 
Put a check beside Specify Size and fi ll in the fi gures to make 
the image fi ll your screen (800 by 600 pixels for most 15-inch 
monitors). 

If you want the video to play continually, click on 


